The        r  1 

Comerstotie 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  ALBERTA  HISTORICAL  RESOURCES  FOUNDATION 


Volume  14,  Number  4  •  Fall  1991 


Main  Street 

Communities 


•  Vegreville 
Vermilion 

Wetaskiwin 


Lacombe 


Drumheller 


•  Claresholm 
,  Fort  Macleod 
Crowsnest  Pass 

Cardston 


The  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Founda- 
tion, a  Provincial  Crown  Agency,  was  estab- 
lished in  1976  to  assist  in  the  preservation  of 
the  Province's  historic  buildings,  sites  and 
objects  and  to  encourage  and  promote  pub- 
lic awareness  of  Alberta's  past.  Donations 
and  bequests  of  funds  or  property  receive  the 
tax  benefit  of  a  donation  to  the  Crown. 
Annual  dues  are  $10.°"  which  entitles  a 
supporter  to  receive  the  Foundation's  quat- 
terly  journal,  The  Cornerstone. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  contact  the  Foun- 
dation's office  with  their  enquiries,  news 
and  information  of  subjects  and  events 
which  they  want  to  share  through  the  pages 
of  The  Cornerstone. 

Please  direct  all  enquiries  to: 
Mark  Rasmussen 

Coordinating  Director 
Old  St.  Stephen's  College 
8820  -  112  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T6G  2P8 
Phone:  431-2300 


Board  of  Directors 

Honorary  Chairman 
Dr.  J.W.  Grant  MacEwan 

Calgary 


Chairman 

Charlach  Mackintosh 


Members 

Zul  Boga 

Calgary 

Elise  Corbet 

Calgary 

Bruce  Haig 

Lethbridge 

Gerry  Howis 

Manning 

C.  Redvers  Perry 

Balzac 

Jack  ReiUy 

Wetaskiwin 

Yvette  Vincent 

Bonnyville 

Don  Wheaton 

Edmonton 

Publisher 

Editor 

Batbara  Dacks 


The  Foundation  receives  technical  and 
administrative  support  from  Alberta 
Culture  and  Multiculturalism  and  is 
responsible  to  its  Minister. 

ISSNO  707  -  705X 


o 

The  Cornerstone  is 
printed  on  recycled  paper. 


The 


Cornerstone 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  ALBERTA  HISTORICAL  RESOURCES  FOUNDATION 


COVER:  The  Alberta  Main  Street  Programme  was  established  by  the 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation,  with  the  assistance  of  Alberta 
Culture  and  Multiculturalism  and  the  Heritage  Canada  Foundation. 
The  Programme  provides  financial  assistance  and  expertise  to  help 
communities  preserve  and  redevelop  early  commercial  main  streets  and 
their  associated  architectural  heritage.  Cardston,  Claresholm,  Crowsnest 
Pass,  Drumheller  and  Lacombe  have  been  part  of  the  Alberta  Main 
Street  Programme  since  it  began  in  1987.  Fort  Macleod  contains  a 
Provincial  Historic  Area  and  also  has  Main  Street  Programme  involve- 
ment. This  summer,  the  three  communities  of  Vegreville,  Vermilion, 
and  Wetaskiwin  were  selected  to  join  for  the  1991-1994  term. 
Top  photo:  The  restoration  of  Hay's  Men's  Wear,  in  the  historic  McLear 
Block  (1912)  in  Lacombe  was  a  Main  Street  Project  in  1988-89. 
Bottom  photo:  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  Building  (1903), 
Wetaskiwin.  Now  the  Centaur  Dining  Lounge,  the  building  could  be 
restored  under  the  Main  Street  Programme. 
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Message  from  the  Minister 


Dear  Foundation  Members, 

A  trul,  in,t.r«s«  amounr  o/actm.,  hos  recently  occurred 
in  -ource  a.«.opn,en.  around  Alb™,  .n«l«n,  ^r,. 

construction  projects  under  way:  <he  Rcynolds-Alberta 
ZZl  WcLk.™n  ttnd  the  R™,n^on-Albert« 
Centre  in  Cardston.  In  ^ition,  the  Pro«nce  .s  helpmg 
Sponsor  the  Wester  Heritage  Centre  .  Cochrane,  a  rodeo 
and  ranching  museum  along  Alberta's  bus.est  tourtsm 

""Muntcipalb,  m  Calgar,,  the  Stephen  A«nue  Mall  concentrations 
p.^Rehab....t,onPro.«.she,^ 

of  early  heritage  buildings.  In  Ked  Ueer,  Programmes  are 

Bre«r,  in  Edmonton  completed  a  major  restoration  of 

In  Cardston,  the  Church  of  the  Latter  Da,  ia.n  s  ^  j  ^ 

f.„e  art  deco  temple .  Ako  .n  the  south«st^ "^^f^^^Z  Pas  Econtuseum  Trust. 
ColemanJournalButUmg  are  being  restored^  theCro»^^^^^^^^ 

AtMundare.  the  Bosthar.  ha«e  ^^^'^^  "^^^^^"^l^ZZ,  that  La's  earl,  settlement. 

:re^z^:N:::=:--=^^^^^^^ 
"tht:;;rH:^^^^^ 

herimge  field,  and  shoeing  leadership  m  thts  to  the  rest  of  Canada. 

Yours  trul:^ , 


Doug  Main 

Minister  0/ Culture  and  Multiculturalism 
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Message  from  the  Foundation's  Chairman 

DearFo„ndat.onMembm,  The  Cornerstone  a.  th^r.  is  much 

,0  k  excited  about  a.  of  bte.  clings  .s  no» 

kcommg  relati«b  u,«ie*re<^^  Th  «  .s  a      J  ^,  „  ,,^^,,1,  ,„„  cos. 

«„lh  heritage  areas .  The  Alberta  Ma  ^„„„£,cial  streetscapes  m  selected 

,„j  on  Ae  restoratton  ar.a  rehabthtatton  "f      J™;;^  ,  ,«s  pro^amme 

experiences  with  the  programme^  conserwnon  occurring.  The 

Ho«.er,thereareaboman^oter^«mps^^^^^ 

Mumcipal  District  of  Badlands  No.  7  eccntf,      P  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^ouke. 

cosmetteall,  ■mpro.tng  an  --"'^  "^^^^  ,  „^™lcing  the  restoration  of 

:-rrS;r.:rrrrrt;»^^^^ 

historical  resources  of  tts  region.  ^         ,  „^  sponsor  of 

The  Alberta  Htstoneal  R^^^J^.t ^    ^--"^       ^""^  P^"""^'' 
,.eaconser.a.ona«l.sextre.el,^ 

:::et:=^^^^^^^^ 

Sincerely  yours, 

^ — ^  x>..Xte=v- 

CharlachR.D.  Mackintosh 
Chairman  of  the  Board 
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THE  ALBERTA  •  MAIN  STREET  •  PROGRAMME 


A  Programme  of  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 

with  the  assistance  of  Alberta  Culture  and  Multiculturalism  •  The  Heritage  Canada  Foundation 


The  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation  established  the  Alberta  Main  Street  Programme 
in  1987  to  assist  smaller  communities  with  the  preservation  and  redevelopment  of  their  distinctive 
early  streetscapes  and  associated  architectural  legacies.  Alberta  Culture  and  Multiculturalism 
provides  technical  assistance  and  the  Heritage  Canada  Foundation  provides  both  technical  and 
financial  aid  to  the  Programme. 

The  Programme  focusses  both  on  rehabilitation  of  heritage  buildings  and  on  the  revitalization 
of  the  downtown  business  district.  The  Programme  coordinators  in  each  community  act  as 
facilitators,  addressing  these  goals  with  an  approach  combining  organization,  marketing,  design, 
and  economic  development. 

Since  the  Programme  began,  Cardston,  Claresholm,  Crowsnest  Pass,  Drumheller,  and  Lacombe 
have  participated.  The  community  of  Fort  Macleod,  site  of  a  Provincial  Historic  Area,  has  also  been 
involved  with  the  Main  Street  Programme.  The  excellent  work  of  the  local  coordinators  and  the 
support  and  enthusiastic  participation  of  each  community  have  resulted  in  an  abundance  of 
restored/enhanced  facades  and  streetscapes  that  preserve  early  historic  development  and  improve 
economic  conditions  in  their  downtowns. 

This  October,  Drumheller's  Main  Street  Project  will  be  the  first  to  conclude.  A  closing  event 
in  early  November  will  recognize  the  Project's  contributors  and  accomplishments.  Project 
Coordinator  Scott  Hamilton  has  been  a  mainstay  in  the  community  and  has  prepared  an  action 
plan  for  Drumheller's  local  marketing  endeavours  beyond  the  Project's  conclusion.  The  merchants, 
store  owners  and  the  Municipality  will  have  specifications  related  to  individual  building 
rehabilitations  available  to  them  to  encourage  maintenance  in  harmony  with  the  original 
restoration. 

Our  newly  selected  Main  Street  communities  of  Vegreville,  Vermilion,  and  Wetaskiwin  are 
progressing  very  well  with  their  implementation  of  the  Programme.  The  Programme  structure  has 
been  presented  to  them,  contracts  have  been  reviewed,  and  the  Municipalities  and  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation  have  signed  them. 

In  August,  Wetaskiwin  kindly  provided  facilities  for  Coordinator  interviews.  Scott  Hamilton 
was  chosen  by  the  Wetaskiwin  Interview  Committee  and  Robert  Tinkess  by  Vegreville's  Mayor  and 
Town  Administrators.  Mr.  Hamilton  has  a  strong  marketing  background  with  three  highly 
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THE  ALBERTA  •  MAIN  STREET  •  PROGRAMME 

successful  years  as  the  Main  Street  Coordinator  in  Drumheller.  He  has  also  developed  an  excellent 
understanding  of  the  architectural  issues  involved  with  restoration.  Mr.  Tinkess,  new  to  the 
Programme,  has  a  strong  background  in  history,  administration,  and  management,  and  has  been 
involved  in  activities  related  to  architecture,  development  of  interpretive  centres,  and  historical 
resources.  He  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  honours  in  history,  and  is  also  a  candidate  for  a  Master 
of  Arts,  focussing  on  "Social  Reform  in  the  City  of  Edmonton." 

I  congratulate  Scott  and  Robert  for  their  successful  appointment  and  1  look  forward  to  our 
collaboration  as  an  effective,  productive  team. 

Vermilion  City  Council  has  ap- 
proved participation  in  the  Pro- 
gramme. The  community  is  in  the 
process  of  reviewing  candidate  re- 
sumes and  will  engage  a  Coordina- 
tor shortly. 

When  new  Main  Street  com- 
munities are  selected,  the  first  step 
for  their  Coordinators  is  a  training 
programme  held  by  the  Heritage 
Canada  Foundation.  This  year's 
training  session  was  held  August 
13  -  23  in  the  heart  of  Old  Quebec 
City  at  the  old  Laval  Seminary 
(currently  the  Laval  School  of  Ar- 
chitecture). Sixteen  coordinators 
from  across  Canada  (except  for 
Manitoba,  Newfoundland  and  the  Northwest  Territories)  and  ten  members  of  the  Heritage  Canada 
Foundation's  resource  team  and/or  Regional  Directors  participated. 

The  primary  goal  of  the  session  was  to  provide  the  coordinators  with  the  knowledge  and  tools 
necessary  for  their  job.  The  session  was  designed  to  help  them  define  their  facilitative  role  in  the 
community  and  approach  downtown  revitalization  as  a  holistic  endeavor.  It  assisted  them  to 
generate  an  appropriate  attitude  toward  creating  a  network  of  collaboration  on  the  project  and, 
most  importantly,  to  apply  the  process  of  revitalization  while  responding  to  the  needs  of  the 
community. 

The  Main  Street  Programme's  four-point  approach  (organization,  marketing,  design,  and 
economic  development)  structured  the  training  session  and  emphasized  the  "process"  as  the  key 
component  to  successful  revitalization. 


Hays  Men's  W  car,  n\  the  McLear  Block  (1912), 
an  early  resiuration  in  Lacombe. 


Merinda  J.  Conley,  Alberta  Main  Street  Programme  Chief 
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Cardston 

The  Alberta  Main  Street  Programme  is 
uniquely  suited  to  Cardston's  plans  for  the 
future,  combining  the  obvious  benefits  of  up- 
grading the  streetscape  with  the  happy  coinci- 
dence of  the  turn-of-the-century  theme  of  the 
Remington- Alberta  Carriage  Centre,  due  to 
open  in  our  community  in  1993.  Cardston  has 
a  good  stock  of  quality  buildings  dating  from 
the  Town's  officially  declared  "theme  period," 
1890-  1920. 

Major  restorations  or  enhancements  of 
heritage  buildings  under  the  Cardston  Main 
Street  Project  have  included  the  intricate  brick 
facades  of  the  Spencer  Hotel  and  the  former 
Bank  of  Montreal,  the  art  moderne  stucco 
facades  of  Cardston  Tire  and  Radiator  and  CSL 
Ford,  and  the  striking  pastel  stucco  facade  of 
the  Mayfair  Theater.  Smaller  projects  which 
have  proven  to  be  "little  gems"  include  the 
Palace  Theater  ( Cardston's  first  theater) ,  West 
Variety  Store,  and  Hallmark  Saddlery. 

The  Main  Street  Project,  along  with  the 
Remington- Alberta  Carriage  Centre  and  multi- 
million  dollar  restorations  at  the  Alberta 
Temple,  offers  the  prospect  of  a  bright  eco- 
nomic future  for  the  Town  of  Cardston.  The 
improved  appearance  and  the  pride  engen- 
dered by  the  Main  Street  Project  restorations 
will  play  a  significant  part  in  the  future  of  this 
pioneer  town  at  the  foot  of  the  Rockies. 


-  Howard  Snyder,  Main  Street  Coordinator, 
Cardston 


West  Variety  Store, 
a  former  1940s  service  station. 


Claresholm 


The  Hearth  Sub  Shop 


Claresholm  Main  Street  Project  completed 
the  restoration  of  the  facades  of  three  early 
1900s  buildings  this  season:  one  is  now  the 
Hearth  Sub  Shop,  another  Radio  Shack,  and 
the  third,  the  former  Canadian  Western  Natu- 
ral Gas  Residence. 

The  Main  Street  Project  has  continued  to 
work  actively  in  community  events.  We  par- 
ticipated in  the  annual  Dash'n'Splash  Trea- 
sure Hunt  and  entered  our  own  float  in  the 
Annual  Fair  Days  Parade  in  August.  The  theme 
for  our  float  was  taken  from  one  of  the  buildings 
which  we  completed  this  summer  -  The  Hearth 
Sub  Shop,  formerly  Bill's  Koffee  Shop.  Dis- 
playing large  photographs  front  and  back,  the 
float  presented  a  before  and  after  record  of  the 
rehabilitation  project.  The  shop  now  looks  like 
it  did  sixty  years  ago,  complete  with  stucco  and 
wood  trims.  The  original  wood  siding  was  still 
in  place  when  we  uncovered  it.  We  had  hoped 
to  discover  a  third  "missing"  window  but  it  had 
been  filled  in  during  the  changeover  to  stucco 
and  could  not  be  restored. 

We  have  received  expressions  of  interest 
from  four  building  owners  for  facade  restora- 
tions next  year  and  anticipate  we  will  be  able  to 
complete  a  full  construction  season  now  that 
we  have  confirmed  an  extension  of  our  funding 
until  October  1992. 

-  Don  Welboum,  Advisory  Board  Chairman, 
Vicki  McLaughlin,  Acting  Main  Street  Coordinator, 
Claresholm 
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Crowsnest  Pass 

As  part  of  Main  Street's  ongo- 
ing role  in  community  development, 
the  coordinator  was  an  active  part- 
ner with  other  members  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  produc- 
ing the  4th  Annual  Crowsnest  Cor- 
ridor Trade  Fair  in  June.  As  well, 
Main  Street  also  participated  in  an- 
other successful  celebration  of 
Crowsnest  Pass  Days  in  July.  Part  of 
the  Project's  contribution  was  an 
afternoon  of  music  at  the  historic 
bandstand  on  Blairmore's  main 

street.  Built  around  1914  by  West   

Canadian  Collieries  for  musical  performances 
and  later  the  site  of  union  meetings,  the  band- 
stand was  one  of  the  first  restoration  projects 
which  the  Crowsnest  Pass  Main  Street  Project 
undertook  in  1988.  The  structure  was  elevated, 
new  pilings  were  drilled,  the  red,  white  and 
blue  paint  replaced  with  traditional  green  and 
white,  and  a  lattice  was  installed  around  the 
base. 

This  season,  our  restoration  work  has  fo- 
cussed  on  the  historic  main  street  of  Coleman, 
the  site  of  several  film  shoots  in  recent  years, 
including  the  Disney  production,  "The  Jour- 
ney of  Natty  Gann".  During  the  summer,  we 
completed  the  restoration  of  three  wooden 
facades  in  an  unoccupied  historic 
section  of  town  which  Main  Street 
is  hoping  to  revitalize.  Work  has 
now  shifted  to  other  communities 
in  the  Crowsnest  Pass,  with  a  push 
to  round  up  project  participants 
before  we  conclude  our  involve- 
ment in  the  Alberta  Main  Street 
Programme  in  the  fall  of  1992. 

-  Brad  Lucas,  Main  Street  Coordinator, 
Municipality  of  Crowsnest  Pass 


A  pair  of  19^)1  rcsloraiuin  prajccts  in  lI 


the  Alberta  Main  Street  Programme,  revamp- 
ing, reshaping  and  renewing  its  downtown 
core.  Some  of  the  fine  accomplishments  of  the 
Programme: 

•  23  building  facade  redevelopments 

•  48  signage  assistance  projects 

•  Downtown  Design  Guidelines  (imple- 
mented as  city  by-laws) 

•  Downtown  Walking  Tour  brochure 

•  4  interpretive  murals 

•  2  pocket  parks 

•  16  community  promotional  events 

•  88  downtown  banners 

•  8  downtown  entrance  and  directional  signs 


Drumheller 

Drumheller  has  now  successfully 
completed  its  final  year  as  part  of 


Rutz  Agencies  in  Drumheller,  built  in  1920  as  Columbia 
Cleaners,  now  a  second  generation  Insurance  Agency. 
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•  Alexandra  Hostel 
restoration  (interior  and 
hostel  designation) 

•  Complete  downtown  back 
alley  clean-up  project 

•  6  interpretive  plaques 

Main  Street  has  also  as- 
sisted many  other  community 
organizations  with  volunteers 
and  support  on  projects,  de- 
sign and  implementation. 

The  future  for  downtown 
Drumheller  is  promising  as  lo- 
cal people  and  organizations 
such  as  the  Downtown  Mer- 
chants, the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
City  of  Drumheller  pull  together  to  continue 
with  projects  and  planning  for  the  downtown 
core.  The  doors  to  the  Main  Street  office  may 
be  closed,  but  the  community  effort  is  still 
"open." 

-  Scott  Hamilton,  Main  Street  Coordinator, 
Drumheller 

Fort  Macleod 

This  past  year.  Fort  Macleod  Main  Street 
has  completed  two  main  projects:  signage  di- 
recting travellers  to  the  Historic  Area  in  Fort 
Macleod;  and  production  of  a  promotional 
video  to  attract  more  people  from  outside  the 
area  to  Fort  Macleod  and  Chinook  Country. 
We  have  also  completed  the  restoration  of 
Andrews  Hardware  and  have  successfully  staged 
another  live  theatre  production  for  the  sum- 
mer, along  with  a  Trade  Fair  and  Show  and 
Farmers  Market. 

On  either  side  of  the  Historic  Area  are  one- 
way streets  which  represent  the  main  highway 
across  Southern  Alberta.  We  needed  to  let 
travellers  know  that  Alberta's  first  Historic 
Area  was  only  one  block  away.  The  accompa- 
nying picture  of  the  brick  archway  shows  its 
style  and  how  signage  is  an  integral  part  of  any 
tourism  activity  or  attraction.  The  signage  is 
attractive,  impressive  and  leaves  no  uncer- 
tainty as  to  where  you  want  the  tourist  to  go. 


Recently  completed  signage  showing  tourists 
the  way  to  Fort  Macleod' s  Historic  Area. 

This  has  caused  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
people  moving  through  the  Historic  Area. 

We  have  also  put  together  a  video  that 
promotes  Fort  Macleod.  It  can  be  used  to  at- 
tract people  who  have  not  been  here  before  or 
it  can  remind  tourists  who  have  been  here  that 
friendliness,  cleanliness  and  down-home  hos- 
pitality were  some  of  the  reasons  they  enjoyed 
their  visits  before. 

At  Fort  Macleod  Main  Street  we  believe  it 
takes  more  than  beautiful  buildings  and  great 
attractions  to  have  people  coming  back  for 
more. 

-  Evan  Strachan,  Main  Street  Coordinator, 
Fort  Macleod 

Lacombe 

Another  successful  building  season  for  our 
Main  Street  Programme  is  trying  to  wind  down. 
Excellent  community  support  has  brought  for- 
ward the  thought  of  hoarding  and  winter  con- 
struction. Having  just  one  more  season  left  on 
our  programme  has  made  that  possibility  quite 
probable. 

This  season  we  completed  four  restoration 
projects  from  the  1990  season,  plus  started  and 
completed  five  new  projects  to  date  this  year. 
All  involved  early  1900s  buildings.  These 
projects  ranged  from  minor  enhancements  of 
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The  Sweet  Pharmacy  Building,  constructed 
in  1920,  (now  home  of  We  Are  Women 
Fashions)  after  its  restoration. 

stucco  facades  to  major  restoration  of  brick- 
work; buildings  such  as  the  Kanngiesser  De- 
partment Store,  the  Sweet  Pharmacy  Building, 
Don's  Barber  Shop  and  the  Ben  Cameron  Build- 
ing, which  is  now  the  home  of  our  Main  Street 
Office.  Presently  under  way  are  two  major 
projects  that  involve  extensive  brick  work  and 
in  one  case,  the  entire  facade  reconstruction 
from  historical  photographs.  The  Old  Billiard 
Hall  and  the  Puffer  Building  are  expected  to  be 
complete  by  mid-November. 

Recently,  Lacombe's  Main  Street  Project 
received  rave  reviews  from  members  of  the 
Alberta  Urban  Municipalities 
Association,  whose  Red  Deer 
convention  included  a  visit  to 
Lacombe  from  approximately 
200  delegates  from  around  the 
province. 

-  Ron  Edgecombe,  Main  Street 
Construction  Coordinator,  Lacombe 

Vegreville 

The  Town  of  Vegreville  is 
not  only  the  proud  home  of  the 
world's  largest  Easter  egg,  but 
also  displays  historical  resources 


along  its  main  street  from  its 
early  boomtown  and  art 
moderne  era,  1906  -  1921.  In 
addition  to  recent  extensive 
work  on  the  revitalization  of 
the  infrastructure  and  sidewalk 
of  the  main  street,  the  Town 
has  recently  recognized  the  im- 
portance of  continuing  a  proc- 
ess whereby  it  will  identify, 
protect,  enhance  and  market 
the  richness  of  the  community 
in  partnership  with  the  Alber.ta 
Main  Street  Programme. 
Presently,  Town  Council 
will  consider  the  formation  of  a  Main  Street 
Advisory  Board  consisting  of  concerned  mer- 
chants, community  and  civic  leaders  who  will 
be  developing  a  unique  approach  to  the  goals 
and  objectives  of  this  programme  in  Vegreville. 

Plans  are  now  under  way  for  the  Main 
Street  "kick-off'  scheduled  for  mid-autumn, 
and  all  readers  of  The  Cornerstone  are  cordially 
invited  to  visit  Vegreville,  one  of  the  newest 
members  of  the  Alberta  Main  Street  team.  For 
more  information,  please  call  632-7951. 

-  Robert  Tinkess,  Main  Street  Coordinator,  Vegreville 

The  buildings  seen  in  this  photo 
are  typical  of  those  structures  that  the 
Advisory  Board  will  consider  for  possible 
restoration  work  in  the  near  future. 
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Wetaskiwin 


The  Alberta  Main  Street  Programme  re- 
quires communities  that  have  a  will  to  succeed, 
develop  and  grow;  communities  that  have  a 
focus  on  the  future.  Wetaskiwin,  with  its  Busi- 
ness Revitalization  Zone  containing  heritage 
buildings  from  1895  -  1922,  and  its  City  Coun- 
cil, fits  this  description.  So  for  the  1991-94 
term,  Wetaskiwin  has  been  awarded  a  Main 
Street  Programme. 

As  the  coordinator,  I  begin  by  examining 
design,  organization,  marketing,  and  economic 
development  in  the  community.  Initial  steps 
will  include  reviewing  previously  completed 
works  in  all  of  the  above  areas  and  then  setting 
out  to  establish  a  one  to  one  relationship  with 
all  the  businesses  and  building  owners  in  the 
Main  Street  project  zone. 

Working  as  a  team  with  the  Wetaskiwin 
Main  Street  Advisory  Committee,  I  will  then 


establish  goals,  objectives  and  time  lines  that 
should  assist  the  further  development  of  the 
community. 

I  believe  the  business  people  look  forward 
to  an  increase  in  pride  and  profit.  These  goals 
are  the  specific  focus  of  the  Alberta  Main 
Street  Programme. 

Wetaskiwin  has  some  tremendous  opportu- 
nities in  the  future  with  the  Reynolds-Alberta 
Museum,  the  1993  Alberta  Summer  Games, 
and  now  the  Main  Street  Programme  and  is 
looking  forward  to  the  next  three  years. 

-  Scott  Hamilton,  Main  Street  Coordinator, 
Wetaskiwin 


Originally  built  in  1 903 ,  the  former  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce  has  gone 
through  many  changes.  It  is  now  the  Centaur  Dining  Lounge  and  is  a  fine  candidate 
for  the  Wetaskiwin  Main  Street  Programme.  This  photo  was  taken  in  1906. 
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THE  PARSONS  RESIDENCE  -  "A  PLACE  OF  HEALING 


the  rich  historic  character  and  integrity  of 
the  architecture. 

The  Parsons  Residence  is  named  for  its 
third  owner,  Dr.  Richard  Parsons  and  his 
family.  Built  in  1903  for  Thomas  Goard  of  the 
Red  Deer  Music  Company,  the  house,  an 
Edwardian  Classical  Revival  design,  used 
bricks  from  the  original  Piper's  Brickyard  of 
Red  Deer,  and  was  constructed  during  the 
community's  original  growth  boom  in  the 
midst  of  agricultural  settlement.  Edward 
Michener  purchased  the  house  in  1904  and 
sold  it  to  Dr.  Parsons  in  1905.  He  built  an 
addition  to  the  house  in  1912  to  provide  office 
and  examination  space  and  practised 
medicine  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in 
1944.  Mrs.  Parsons  raised  their  four  children 
and  lived  there  until  she  died  in  1983. 

Dr.  Parsons  led  a  distinguished  career.  In 
1906,  he  was  appointed  CPR  District 
Surgeon.  He  served  in  the  Canadian  Army 
Medical  Corps  during  World  War  1  and  was 
subsequently  elected  President  of  the  Council 
of  the  Alberta  College  of  Physicians  and  ^ 


The  Red  Deer  Native  Friendship  Society 
has  found  a  permanent  home.  And  in  the 
process,  it  has  saved  an  important  early  historic 
site  for  the  whole  community.  The  seven  year 
old  Society  purchased  the  Parsons  House  in 
July,  1990,  with  support  from  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation  and  the 
Red  Deer  Heritage  Fund. 

On  May  21,  1991,  the  Society  moved  into 
the  house.  Throughout  the  year,  thanks  to 
grants  from  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation,  the  Community  Facility 
Enhancement  Program,  Red  Deer  Community 
Foundation,  the  Wild  Rose  Foundation,  a  fed- 
eral work  programme,  and  fund  raising  activi- 
ties, including  teepee  raising  competitions, 
crafts  sales  and  cultural  celebrations,  renova- 
tions have  been  under  way.  Workers  have 
nearly  completed  restoration  of  this  gracious 
Edwardian  home,  bringing  the  building  up  to 
standards  for  public  use,  while  maintaining 


A  view  of  the  Parsons  Residence 
in  1989  before  restoration  began. 
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Surgeons  and  to  the  execu- 
tive of  the  Alberta  Medical 
Association. 

The  restoration  of  this 
two-storey  brick  house  has 
involved  tremendous  effort 
and  commitment  by  the 
young  Native  Friendship  So- 
ciety, confirms  Darlene  Car- 
dinal, Executive  Director.  It 
consulted  with  Bearden  En- 
gineering for  all  the  struc- 
tural upgrading  of  the  foun- 
dation and  the  floor  and  has 
overseen  the  reshingling  of 
the  roof  and  all  the  interior 
and  exterior  work,  including 
upgrading  of  building  serv- 
ices, painting,  wallpapering, 
and  installing  a  wheelchair 
ramp.  Restoration  of  the  origi- 
nal wood  trim  and  floors  is 
not  yet  completed. 

Once  a  "house  of  heal- 
ing," this  important  historic 
landmark  is  again  being  used 
for  that  purpose.  "We  are  in 
full  operation,"  reports  Ms 
Cardinal.  "We  are  here  to 
help,"  she  explains. 

The  Society's  programmes 
encompass  many  forms  of  healing,  physical, 
emotional  and  spiritual.  A  psychologist  is  avail- 
able and  elders  are  involved.  The  Society  li- 
aises with  a  wide  range  of  community  agencies 
and  provides  workshops  dealing  with  sexual 
abuse,  family  violence,  alcohol  and  drug 
abuse,  employment  and  housing  concerns.  It 
holds  weekly  Alcoholics  Anonymous  meet- 
ings and  a  drop- in,  video  night  for  youths  on 
Friday  nights.  The  spacious  kitchen  in  the 
house  enables  the  Society  to  provide  inexpen- 
sive meals  of  soup  and  bannock.  It  runs  aero- 
bics sessions  and  has  educational  videos  avail- 
able for  viewing.  Cultural  programmes  will 
include  Cree  lessons,  moccasin  and  beading 


A  view  of  the  main  stairs  in  the  Parsons 
Residence.  Note  the  fine  wood  trim. 

classes,  and  native  dance  and  drum  lessons. 
The  Society  also  hopes  to  operate  a  native  art 
gallery. 

The  Parsons  House  is  situated  along  the 
historic  walking  tour  in  downtown  Red  Deer. 
The  Red  Deer  Native  Friendship  Society  is 
proud  to  be  part  of  it. 

"We  wanted  to  preserve  the  history  and  the 
house,  and  give  our  Society  a  permanent 
home,"  says  Ms.  Cardinal.  "And  let  people 
know  we  exist.  Now  they  know  there's  a 
Native  Friendship  Society  in  Red  Deer." 
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FALL  NOTICES 


Reminder 

The  next  grant  funding  date  is 
February  1,  1992  in  the  following 
categories: 

•  Feasibility  &.  Planning  Studies 

•  Historic  Resource  Preservation 

•  Workshops,  Seminars,  Confer- 
ences 

•  Research 

•  Professional  Development 

•  Education 

•  Publications 

•  Heritage  Awareness 

The  next  grant  funding  date  for 
Cemeteries  is  February  1,  1992. 

For  further  information,  please 
contact  Monika  McNabb,  Grants 
Officer,  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation,  8820  -  112  Street, 
Edmonton,  T6G  2P8. 
Phone:  427-3182. 


Board  Meeting 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Founda- 
tion is  planned  for  Grande  Prairie,  November 
21  and  22.  The  Board  is  looking  forward  to 
meeting  with  local  residents  and  to  visiting 
some  of  the  local  heritage  projects.  Members  of 
the  Board  hope,  in  this  way,  to  become  more 
familiar  with  the  programme  needs  of  the  com- 
munity and  to  better  acquaint  the  community 
with  the  Foundation. 


1-800-668-1867 

Heritage  Canada  is  pleased  to  announce 
that  it  has  installed  a  toll-free  line,  1-800-668- 
1867,  to  provide  all  Canadians  with  easy  access 
to  information  on  its  programs  and  member- 
ship. Heritage  Canada  is  a  national,  non-profit, 
membership-based  organization,  established  to 
encourage  Canadians  to  identify,  protect  and 
enhance  their  cultural,  built  and  natural  envi- 
ronments. Programmes  are  designed  to  help 
communities  manage  their  heritage  resources. 


Correction 

Please  note  that  the  correct  address 
for  the  Alberta  Medical  Foundation  is: 

The  Alberta  Medical  Foundation, 
400,  12230  -  106  Avenue, 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5N  3Z1 

This  charitable  foundation  has  been 
established  to  support  research,  writing 
and  publication  of  material  dealing  with 
the  history  of  the  healing  arts  in  Alberta. 
It  was  endowed  through  the  bequest  of 
Dr.  Margaret  Hutton,  a  former 
Edmonton  obstetrician  and 
gynecologist.  Its  immediate  goal  is  to 
encourage  the  collection  of  archival 
material  and  publication  of  articles  and 
monographs  on  any  aspects  of  the  his- 
tory of  medicine,  nursing,  hospitals  or 
health  care  in  Alberta. 

Please  direct  enquiries  to  the  address 
above  or  telephone  482-2626. 
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Cemetery  Grants 

At  their  meeting,  June  14  and  15,  in  Cardston,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation  approved  grants  for  the  preservation  of  the  following  cemeteries: 

St.  Peter's  Ukrainian  Independent  Cemetery,  Myrnam,  1910 

A  grant  of  $500  is  for  costs  associated  with  the  installation  of  a  historical  interpretive  sign.  This 
cemetery  is  notable  because  of  its  age  and  the  number  of  gravesites  (174).  Many  of  the  people  buried 
here  were  early  Ukrainian  settlers. 

St.  Peter's  and  St.  Paul's  Cemetery,  Oneway,  1942 

A  grant  of  $600  is  for  restoration  costs  associated  with  the  reconstruction  of  the  bell  tower  and 
cross,  duplicating  the  originals  in  appearance  and  materials.  The  cemetery  is  associated  with  the 
Ukrainian  pioneers  who  settled  near  Onoway  in  the  1920s. 

Boyer  River  Indian  Band  Cemetery,  High  Level,  1930 

A  grant  of  $  1500  is  for  costs  associated  with  the  clearing  of  overgrowth  from  the  grave  sites  and 
levelling;  construction  of  traditional  wooden  grave  structures  and  crosses;  and  construction  of  maps 
and  a  cairn  to  indicate  the  location  of  the  graves  and  identify  family  lineage.  This  cemetery  reflects 
traditional  native  burial  practices. 

Ruthenian  Greek  Catholic  Parish  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  Cemetery,  Bellis,  1930 

A  grant  of  $  1000  is  for  costs  associated  with  the  installation  of  a  barbed  wire  fence  and  gate,  and 
sensitive  backfilling  and  re-seeding  of  depressions  on  the  site.  - 

Sideview  Cemetery,  St.  Lina,  1921 

A  grant  of  $500  is  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  original  fence  and  gate. 

Poplar  Valley  Community  Cemetery,  Winfield,  1932 

A  grant  of  $400  is  for  restoration  costs  associated  with  the  purchase  and  installation  of  an 
interpretive  sign;  construction  and  installation  of  12  grave  markers  to  duplicate  the  originals;  and 
sensitive  levelling,  filling  and  re-seeding  of  depressions  on  site. 

Christ  Church  Cemetery,  Poplar  Lake,  1847 

A  grant  of  $  1 ,500  is  for  restoration  costs  associated  with  the  clearing  of  trees,  bush  and  stumps; 
identification  and  marking  of  grave  depressions;  re-seeding;  page  wire  fencing  and  installation  of 
a  gate  duplicating  the  original.  Established  more  than  a  century  ago,  this  historic  cemetery  is 
associated  with  early  settlement  in  the  Edmonton  area. 

Ruthenian  Greek  Catholic  Church  of  All  Saints  Cemetery,  Hotchkiss,  1949 

A  grant  of  $1,500  is  for  restoration  costs  associated  with  fencing  the  cemetery  with  post  and 
cattle  wire  fence;  clearing  of  all  dead  fall  and  encroaching  trees  and  re-sodding  where  tree  growth 
was  removed;  and  levelling  of  grave  depressions.  Reflecting  the  first  settlement  in  this  area,  the 
cemetery,  situated  beside  the  abandoned  church,  attracts  many  visitors. 
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Sexsmith 
Reviving  Its  Past 

The  architect's  plans  have  been  completed, 
the  tender  packages  reviewed  and  work  has 
now  begun  on  the  restoration  of  historic  build- 
ings in  Sexsmith. 

Sexsmith  decided  to  revitalize  its  down- 
town to  instill  new  life  and  spirit  in  the  com- 
munity. It  hopes  the  downtown  core  will  once 
again  become  the  "heart"  of  the  town,  as  it  was 
in  the  years  leading  up  to  Sexsmith's  boom 
towards  the  end  of  1940s,  when  it  was  known 
as  the  'Grain  Capital  of  the  British  Empire.' 

Looking  at  the  history  of  the  community  as 
an  agricultural  service  centre,  the  Downtown 
Revitalization  Committee  used  the  historically 
designated  Blacksmith  Shop  as  a  focus  and 
adopted  a  1920s- 1930s  theme  for  the  22  build- 
ings involved.  Vintage  buildings  will  be  re- 
stored, more  modern  ones  transformed  to  blend 
with  the  style  and  character  of  the  era,  the 
streetscape  will  be  improved  and  a  theme  park 
will  complement  the  project.  The  total  price  is 
estimated  at  $1.4  million  -  $1.5  million. 

In  1988,  studies  by  the  South  Peace  Plan- 
ning Commission  and  a  report  by  Alberta  Cul- 
ture and  Multiculturalism  provided  the  town 
with  guidelines  for  development.  In  1989,  a 
coordinator  was  hired.  Then,  in  1990,  the 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation  con- 
firmed a  $50,000  matching  grant  over  two 
years  for  the  restoration  of  five  buildings  and 
the  Community  Initiatives  Fund  of  the  Com- 
munity Futures  Programme  committed  a 
$400,000  matching  grant  over  two  years  to  the 
project. 

The  revitalization  is  well  under  way.  Last 
year,  to  launch  the  theme  park,  the  old  North- 
ern Alberta  Railway  Station  was  relocated  to 
its  original  spot.  It  will  be  fully  restored  by  next 
summer.  Phase  one  of  the  park  began  this  fall 
and  the  Committee  plans  to  have  it  completed 
by  next  summer  as  well.  And  on  the  main 
street,  period  lighting,  some  street  improve- 
ments and  historical  modifications  to  the  Town 


Hall  are  already  in  place. 

Sexsmith  has  been  promoting  its  revitaliza- 
tion in  the  Bighorn  Route  Book.  It  constructed 
a  float  for  regional  summer  parades  and  placed 
articles  in  local  papers  and  radio  stations.  The 
town  has  prepared  advertisements  about  the 
project  to  appear  in  the  'Milepost,'  a  travel 
guide,  distributed  nationally  and  internation- 
ally, and  is  currently  developing  a  comprehen- 
sive marketing  plan. 

Special  community  events  have  been  de- 
signed to  capture  the  'feel'  of  the  era.  For  two 
years  now,  Sexsmith  has  held  a  'Chautauqua 
Day,'  a  1920s-1930s  style  fair,  in  June.  It  also 
staged  a  Tree  Decorating  and  Carol  Sing  last 
Christmas  and  a  Christmas  Tree  Burn  and 
Midnight  Madness  Shopping  Special  in  Janu- 
ary. 

Last  year,  business  people  attended  a  special 
Customer  Relations  seminar  in  conjunction 
with  the  revitalization.  In  addition,  an  Entre- 
preneurial Centre,  funded  for  three  years  by  the 
Community  Initiatives  Fund,  has  been  estab- 
lished to  teach  them  successful  business  tech- 
niques and  encourage  new  business.  As  well, 
several  town  businesses  are  enrolled  in  the 
Management  Assistance  Program  of  Alberta 
Economic  Development  and  Trade. 

In  August,  drawings  for  an  overall  down- 
town planning  strategy  were  completed.  If  all 
proceeds  on  schedule,  Sexsmith  plans  to  com- 
plete its  downtown  revitalization  to  tie  in  with 
the  50th  Anniversary  celebration  of  the  Alaska 
Highway. 

-  Karen  Kosa,  Sexsmith  Downtown  Revitalization 
Committee 
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Conservation 
in  the  Badlands 

The  summer  of  1991  has  been  a  successful 
one  for  the  Badlands  Historic  Conservation 
Society. 

The  Society,  operating  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Municipal  District  of  Badlands  No.7  in 
the  Drumheller  valley,  rehabilitated  three  his- 
toric buildings  in  the  M.D.  this  season. 

The  first  was  the  Rosedale  Laundromat, 
constructed  circa  1920.  On  this  project,  stucco 
was  removed  to  expose  cedar  siding  and  the 
building  is  now  restored  to  its  former  attrac- 
tiveness. 

The  next  project  was  Sloan  Electric  in  East 
Coulee.  This  was  built  around  1943  and  at 
different  times  housed  a  shoe  store,  a  ladies 
clothing  store,  and  an  electrical  repair  shop. 
This  building  required  extensive  siding  replace- 
ment and  today  is  the  home  of  Groundwork 
Natural  Science  Education. 

The  final  undertaking  for  the  season  was  St. 

The  first  restoration  by  the  Badlands  Historic 

Conservation  Society  this  year,  this  1920 
building  in  Rosedale  has  been  a  butcher  shop,  a 
cafe,  a  hardware  store  and  now  a  laundromat. 


Stephen's  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  East 
Coulee.  This  building  was  originally  a  school 
house  that  was  moved  onto  its  present  location 
and  converted  into  a  church.  This  was  a  straight- 
forward project  which  included  the  rebuilding 
of  stained  glass  windows  and  repair  of  the 
picket  fence  surrounding  the  property. 

The  Badlands  Historic  Conservation  Soci- 
ety is  a  non-profit  society  incorporated  in  1989 
to  administer  the  restoration  programme  for 
the  M.D.  It  is  the  mandate  of  the  society  to 
preserve,  restore  and  interpret  the  heritage 
resources  of  the  coal  mining  era  in  the 
Drumheller  valley.  The  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation  has  supported  the  pro- 
gramme with  grants  totally  $50,000. 

The  first  season,  1990,  saw  restoration  of 
three  buildings  in  the  M.D.:  the  Last  Chance 
Saloon  in  Wayne,  Gerlinger's  Garage,  and 
Coulee  Motors  in  East  Coulee. 

These  improvements  have  given  the 
communities  in  M.D.  No.7  a  much-needed 
facelift  that  will  bolster  community  pride  for 
years  to  come. 

-  Sandra  Graham-Meuchel,  Special  Projects 
Coordinator,  Badlands  Historic  Conservation  Society 
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Crowsnest  Pass 
Ecomuseum 

The  Crowsnest  Pass  Ecomuseum  Trust  was 
estabUshed  in  the  Crowsnest  Pass  in  1986.  Its 
mandate  is  to  revitalize  the  interest  of  the 
community  in  its  history  and  identity  by  work- 
ing closely  with  the  community  to  develop  this 
historic  coal-mining  corridor.  The  Crowsnest 
Pass  is  located  on  Canada's  most  southerly 
highway,  Highway #3,  and  rail  corridor  through 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  Of  national  historic 
significance,  it  is  also  a  scenic  area  of  forests 
and  mountain  peaks.  At  an  elevation  of  1,358 
metres,  the  Crowsnest  Pass  forms  the  Alberta/ 
British  Columbia  border. 

This  past  Spring,  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
approved  a  grant  of  $150,000,  spread  over  the 
next  two  years,  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Crowsnest  Pass  Ecomuseum  Trust's  area  con- 
servation initiative. 

In  its  ten  year  development  plan,  the 
Ecomuseum  identified  and  priorized  projects 
to  be  undertaken.  The  Bellevue  Mine  Project 
and  the  restoration  of  the  Coleman  Journal 
were  considered  top  priority. 

With  Phase  I  of  the  Bellevue  Mine  Project 
completed,  the  retimbering  and  securing  of 
approximately  360  metres  of  the  former  West 
Canadian  Collieries  mine  tunnel,  the  Mine 
was  opened  to  visitors  five  days  a  week  this 
summer.  Visitors  donned  a  miner's  helmet  and 
lamp,  strapped  on  a  battery 
pack,  then  joined  guides  to 
explore  the  underground 
world  of  coal-mining.  They 
retraced  the  steps  of  miners, 
rope  riders,  trappers, 
spraggers  and  others  who 
worked  in  the  Mine  from 
1903  until  it  closed  in  1962. 
Over  5500  visitors,  includ- 
ing those  from  New  Zea- 
land, Japan,  the  US  and 
Germany,  have  toured  the 
mine  so  far  this  year. 

The  Coleman  Journal 
building,  home  of  a  Pulitzer 


Prize-winning  weekly  newspaper  and  a  source 
of  news  and  information  for  the  mining  town  of 
Coleman  from  1921  to  1970,  also  opened  to 
visitors  this  summer.  (The  Coleman  Journal 
received  a  special  Pulitzer  Award  for  distin- 
guished and  meritorious  service  from  Colum- 
bia University.)  The  two  presses,  the  Miehle 
and  the  Lightening  Jobber,  have  been  restored 
and  the  Ecomuseum  will  now  be  able  to  dem- 
onstrate the  printing  process. 

Although  the  regular  tour  season  for  the 
Bellevue  Mine  and  Coleman  Journal  is  over  for 
this  year,  the  Ecomuseum  is  willing  to  arrange 
special  group  visits  to  the  sites  during  the  off 
season  months. 

A  fund  raising  campaign  is  currently  under 
way  to  accomplish  our  next  project.  Phase  II  of 
the  Bellevue  Mine,  which  includes  the  egress 
tunnel  and  a  permanent  Orientation  Centre. 

Tom  Stanley,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the 
Crownest  Pass  Ecomuseum  Trust,  commented 
that  the  Ecomuseum  is  well  on  its  way  to 
accomplishing  its  goal  of  becoming  a  world 
class  development  that  will  attract  both  na- 
tional and  international  visitors. 

-  The  Crowsnest  Pass  Ecomuseum  Trust 


Summer  visitors  leaving  the 
Bellevue  Mine  after  their  tour  of  the  site. 
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Items  of  Interest 

Queen  of  Denmark 
Visits  Dickson 

Members  of  the  Danish  Heritage  Society  of 
Dickson  were  delighted  this  summer  to  learn 
that  Her  Majesty  Queen  Margrethe  II  and  His 
Royal  Highness  Prince  Henrik  of  Denmark 
would  visit  Dickson,  the  first  Danish  settle- 
ment in  Western  Canada,  and  officially  open 
the  Dickson  Store  Museum  this  fall. 

Amidst  meetings  about  protocol  and  pre- 
liminary visits  of  government  officials,  the  So- 
ciety embarked  on  a  flurry  of  activity  to  bring 
the  restoration  of  the  Store  Museum  as  near  to 
completion  as  possible  for  the  Danish  Royal 
couple's  first  visit  to  Western  Canada. 

The  Dickson  Store,  a  Provincial  Historic 
Resource,  constructed  in  1909,  has  been  re- 


The  Dickson  Store  Museum, 
restored  inside  and  out. 


turned  to  the  1928-30  period,  with  significant 
financial  support  from  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation.  Final  stages  involved 
painting  and  floor  refinishing  in  the  former 
living  quarters  upstairs,  installing  period  light- 
ing, restoring  the  original  gas  pump  in  front  of 
the  store  and  restoring  some  original  signage. 

Wh  ile  in  Dickson,  the  Danish  Royal  Couple 
also  attended  a  special  Thanksgiving  Service 
at  Bethany  Lutheran  House  of  Worship  and 
participated  in  a  "Hoste  Gilde,"  a  Danish  Har- 
vest Festival.  Queen  Margrethe  II,  who  has  an 
educational  background  in  archaeology  and 
palaeontology,  and  Prince  Henrik  also  visited 
the  Royal  Tyrrell  Museum  at  Drumheller  and 
the  Rocky  Mountains. 


Official  Opening  of  the 
Vermilion  Museum 

Open  to  the  public  for  about  a  year 
now,  the  Vermilion  Heritage  Museum 
was  officially  opened  this  summer  in 
the  S.  R.  P.  Cooper  School.  The  Ver- 
milion and  District  Multicultural  and 
Historical  Society  received  funding  from 
the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foun- 
dation to  help  restore  the  school  for  use 
as  a  community  museum. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  in  1905,  Vermilion 
experienced  rapid  initial  growth  to  an 
estimated  population  of  1,000  by  1907 
and  a  school  system  was  established. 
However,  this  first  high  school  in  Ver- 
milion and  district  was  not  built  until 
1928.  It  was  later  named  for  Sextus  R.  P. 
Cooper,  who  had  filed  a  homestead  east 
of  Vermilion  in  1906.  He  became  the 
town's  newspaper  publisher  and  editor 
and  served  on  the  local  school  board  as 
well  as  the  town  council. 

The  Vermilion  Heritage  Museum 
contains  an  assortment  of  memorabilia, 
including  audio  recordings  of  settlers 
recounting  their  experiences,  clothing 
and  tools. 
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Recent  Publications 

The  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Founda- 
tion has  provided  funding  assistance  to  the 
following  publications: 

The  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  by  Red  Deer 
journalist,  Ray  Djuff,  published  by  the  Waterton 
Natural  History  Association,  1991.  This  his- 
tory of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  the  symbol 
of  Waterton  Park,  begins  with  the  1913  deci- 
sion by  Louis  Hill,  head  of  the  Great  Northern 
Railway,  to  build  the  hotel,  describes  the  open- 
ing of  the  hotel  in  1927,  a  1935  fire  that  nearly 
destroyed  the  town,  and  follows  the  course  of 
events  up  to  1980.  This  artfully-woven  tale  is 
illustrated  with  over  50  black  and  white  pho- 
tos, most  from  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
offices  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  Price:  $15.95, 
including  $1.95  postage,  handling  and  GST. 
For  copies,  contact  the  Waterton  Natural  His- 
tory Association,  Box  145,  Waterton  Park, 
Alberta,  TOK  2M0. 

Sage  Brush  and  Sifting  Sand,  Esther  and 
District,  1910- 1990,  published  by  the  Esther 
History  Book  Committee,  1991.  A  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  community,  including  per- 
sonal, town,  church  and  railway  histories  from 
homesteading  days  to  the  present.  733  pages 
with  1100  illustrations,  this  volume  contains 
poems,  maps  ( including  an  area  map  from  1918 
and  one  from  1988),  reminiscences,  and  sto- 
ries, dealing  with  Esther's  organizations,  schools, 
and  people.  Price:  $55  +  $5  postage  and  han- 
dling. For  copies,  contact  Mrs.  May  Bamber,  or 
Mrs.  Ellen  Foot,  c/o  The  Esther  History  Book 
Committee,  Esther,  Alberta,  TOJ  IHO. 

Echoes  from  This,  Our  Land,  1909  - 
1990,  published  by  the  Berry  Creek  Historical 
Society,  1991.  At  over  900  pages,  this  massive 
local  history  contains  a  potpourri  of  personal 
reminiscences,  family  histories  and  accounts  of 
significant  area  events.  Of  special  interest,  it 


also  has  a  section  describing  the  old-time  and 
present-day  brands  used  by  ranches  in  the  re- 
gion. More  than  900  photos,  including  an  eight 
page  colour  spread.  Price:  $65,  including  post- 
age and  handling.  For  copies,  contact  Mrs. 
Aline  Kading,  c/o  The  Berry  Creek  Historical 
Society,  General  Delivery,  Cessford,  Alberta, 
TOJ  OPO. 

Echoes  from  the  Past,  1890-1990,  pub- 
lished by  the  Makepeace  Women  of  Unifarm, 
1991.  This  book  covers  a  century  of  local 
history  in  the  communities  of  Makepeace  and 
Crowfoot  and  the  country  schools  of  Adams 
Lake,  Altaview,  Granta,  and  Makepeace.  It 
tells  of  the  area's  stores,  grain  elevators,  post 
offices,  schools  and  teachers.  This  300  page 
volume  contains  original  poems,  family  histo- 
ries, country  maps  with  old  trails,  more  than 
600  photos,  many  of  them  historic,  and  sketches 
by  a  local  artist.  Price:  $47  +  $3  postage  and 
handling.  For  copies,  contact  Makepeace  His- 
tory Book,  Box  819,  Bassano,  Alberta  TOJ  OBO. 

Cameo  of  the  West,  reprinted  by  the  Namao 
Historical  Committee,  1991.  Named  after  a 
book  published  in  1936  by  Local  61  of  the 
UFWA  containing  stories  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  Sturgeon  River  District  from  1879  -  1900, 
this  363  page  volume  contains  family  histories, 
and  information  about  the  establishment  of 
post  offices,  homesteading  regulations, 
churches,  early  farming  practices  and  coal  min- 
ing activities  in  the  Namao  area  from  1900  - 
1968.  Only  300  copies  reprinted.  Price:  $50  + 
postage  and  handling.  For  copies,  contact, 
Namao  Historical  Committee,  Box  3280  Sta- 
tion D,  Edmonton  T5L  4J 1 .  (Cameo  Contin' 
ues,  containing  local  history  from  1968  on,  is 
now  available  as  well.) 
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